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January Work

glass.   Bemember that the best seed gives
the highest percentage of double flowers.
Press   back   soil   loosened   round   roses,
wallflowers,   etc.,  by  frost.

Coconut fibre is a useful substance
among flowering plants at this season. It
can be used to cover the soil between dwarf
roses, over Montbretias and other bulbous
plants, and also to protect the crowns of
delphiniums, pseonies, pyrethrums, etc.

Coconut fibre is also used over the sur-
face soil of flower boxes on window-sills
and roofs. It serves a double purpose by
protecting the plants and preventing muddy
splashes on windows "when heavy rains
occur.

Order seeds early and wisely. A little of
the best quality will give more pleasure
than large quantities of inferior seed of
which most has to be wasted. Avoid clash-
ing colours and prepare a scheme for the
whole season before making any choice of
varieties.

Trim laurel hedges and keep all lawns
it>lled, unless the weather is very wet, in
which case rolling should cease.

"Well-decayed manure, that is, manure
in a ary crumbly condition such as it
adopts after several months' storing, makes
a fine mulch for pseonies. Cover the crowns
of the plants with this and leave it to
be washed in by heavy rains.

As the manure disappears, and the days
get warmer, the pseonies will develop young
buds. These should grow into strong heads
of bloom. To help them, dress the ground
with fertiliser as soon as they show, hoeing
it lightly into the surrounding soil.

IN THE SHRUBBERY..

Cut back all cherry and Portugal laurel.
Prune wall climbers. Shake snow from
evergreens to prevent breakage. Thin out
dead wood, and clean up the shrubbery.

Shrubs which can be pruned this month,
or as soon as it is possible from the new
growth to distinguish the living wood from
the dead, include: Abutilon vitifolinm,
Ailanthus glandulosa, Artemisia (Lad's
Love), Buddleia variabilis, late-flowering
Clematis 9 fuchsias, winter Jasmine,
Lavender, climbing Knot-weed, Sambucus,
Grape vines Coutdoors).

Order    new    roses,    bush,    standards,
* climbers,  etc.       Meanwhile prepare  the
ground to receive them.

Dig to a depth of 2 ft., putting drainage
material below, and improving the texture
of the upper soil by adding humus to light
soil, and straw and road grit to clay.

The modern roses do not need stifle clay
but grow best in ordinary rich loam.
Add lime to the soil after digging.
Prepare rose stakes for each new rose
ordered.       Even  the bush  roses,  pruned
hard back, may often be staked with ad-
vantage,     and    standards    and    climbers
invariably    need    a    stake    at    planting
time.

THE ROCKERY.

Benovate rock gardens and add fresh
soil if needed. Remove weeds from thick
carpets of arabis, aubretia, etc. Give a
dressing of lime except where heaths and
other lime haters are grown.

Rock gems wake quickly from winter
sleep when sunny days arrive. Look care-
fully to see if they have been lifted from
the soil by frosts, or if the surface soil
has been washed away from the crowns.
Top dress where necessary with gritty soil,
and press the lifted plants back into their
pockets.

Wood ashes sprinkled among dwarf bulbs
in the rock garden will act  as fertiliser
and  also  add a little warmth.
FRUIT.

Prune soft fruits. Cut away old thin
shoots from black currants, thin young
shoots from red and white currants and
from gooseberries.

Burn prunings and store the ashes dry
for dusting among the seedlings, unless
cuttings are wanted, when pieces 8-12 in.
long, cut below a joint, can be inserted.

Thin main branches of apples, and any
that overcross. Stake and secure young
trees.

Spray with caustic wash to destroy
insects.

Clean out and thin raspberry canes, tie
them to supports, and mulch the surface
soil with manure.

Dress strawberries with manure.

Top dress the soil round loganberries.

Nail up wall fruits.

Prune outdoor grapes.

Force rhubarb.

Spray winter wash well into the bark
of fruit trees. Wear old clothes and gloves.
Spray with the^wind.